Билет 36 THE CATEGORY OF MOOD

The general meaning: a grammatical category which expresses the relation of the action to reality as stated by the speaker 2 groups of Moods (generally):

· the real or fact Moods

· the unreal, non-fact, oblique Moods.

The Indefinite Mood is the only real mood in the English language. It represents an action as a real fact. The forms of the Ind. Mood are the tense-aspect forms of the verb.

There are 2 non-fact Moods in English: the Imperative Mood and the Subjunctive Mood. The hypothetic desirable in the form of advice, request, recommendation, order and so on. There is another point of view on the imperative Mood: (we don’t mark the action as real or unreal!) – Stelling (Штелинг) considers the Imperative form Mood the grammatical idiom.

The Subjunctive Mood represents an action as unreal: 2 degrees of reality: not quite real (Present, Future), quite unreal (for the Past).

Unlike Russian and some other languages, in which there’s a limited group os special means of marking the action as unreal, in English we have quite a number of forms, which mark unreality.

Though thus are formally different it seems advisable to group them together under the name of the Subjunctive Mood as marking the action as unreal. 

The choice of the form to mark the action as unreal depends on:

· the type of the sentence and type of clause

· the word or the phrase which requires this particular form or construction

· on the time reference: present, Future – non-perfect forms, Past – perfect forms.

Some linguists think that the past indefinite and the Past Perfect used to denote an unreal action are not mood forms at all, but tense forms.

The classification system of moods presented by A.I.Smirnitsky. It appears to be the most consistent because it is meaning-oriented and it also takes into consideration the difference between an analytical form and a free syntactic combination. His system of moods includes six moods: the Indicative, the Imperative, Subjunctive I, Subjunctive II, the Conditional Mood and the Suppositional mood. Since the forms of mood differ semantically in the way
they present the action (as real, unreal or hypothetical) it is possible to place the forms of moods in accordance with this scale.
	The action is presented as:


	real

	hypothetical

	unreal


	The type of mood


	Indicative

	Imperative

	Subjunctive I Suppositional

	Subjunctive II Conditional



The position of the Imperative mood on the one hand and Subjunctive I and Suppositional on the other show that they occupy different points on the reality/ unreality scale: the Imperative Mood is closer to the Indicative whereas Subjunctive I and Suppositional - to unreality.
