Билет 34 The category of voice 
The category  of voice (which is found both with finite and non-finite forms) is one of the most formal grammatical categories, because this category doesn’t refer to any fragment of reality, doesn’t reflect any fragment of reality – it’s a way of describing a certain fragment of reality. The category of voice deals with the participants of a happening (doer, action, object) and how they are represented in the sentence (subject, predicate, object). The Active Voice shows that the grammatical subject of the sentence or the subjectival is the doer of the action, denoted by the verb, the Passive Voice shows that the subject or the subjectival is an object of the action. The frequency of occurrence of the English Passive Voice is very great, greater than in Russian. One of the reasons is that the number of verbs capable of forming the Passive Voice is greater in English than in Russian. In many languages: PV – transitive verbs, in English: PV – any object verb.

What the Russian sentences, types of sentences, which correspond to the English, sentence with the PV:

1) Indefinite – personal (Ему сказали).

2) The Russian sentence with the analytical or the synthetic passive: Дом был построен. Дом строится.

3) Russian sentences with the AV, with the subject-predicate inversion: Это сделал мой брат (It was done by my brother)

4) Russian impersonal sentences: Крышу унесло ветром.

 Other voices: it’s a matter of approach if the idea of the Voice depends on the meaning – I wash myself – the reflexive Voice; but if we consider Voices as a grammatical category with special markers, we can’t say that it is a voice. There is no special way of expressing the RV and the R pronoun is not obligatory – it’s not a special category.

 - ся 

· возвратное значение

· безличное значение (подумалось)

· синтетический страдательный залог (строится) – требуется передать на английский

· взаимное (подраться)

· средневозвратное (апельсин легко чистится)

· никакое значение (улыбаться, смеяться, удивляться)

The idea of the Passive voice is expressed not only by means of “to be + P2”, but by means of “get”, “come”, “go” + P2 and “get” + passive infinitive (ingressive meaning  - He got involved; He got to be respected).
The existence of various means of expressing voice distinctions makes it possible «to consider voice as a functional-semantic category with the grammatical category of voice as its center and other means of expressing voice as a periphery.
