9. The subject matter of theoretical grammar. The grammatical structure of the language.
The grammatical system of a language helps arrange lexical units into coherent utterance (членораздельное высказывание). A coherent utterance is a structure which expresses a certain complete thought and is marked at all the lingual levels: at the phonetic level, at the lexical level, at the level of combinability and at the grammatical level. The grammatical system is a set of devices and their application rules which are employed to produce a coherent utterance; the devices:

1. grammatical affixes or gramm morphemes

2. form words (служебные слова)

3. word order

As for the morphemes are concerned (the smallest unit capable of having a meaning). There may be lexical morphemes and grammatical morphemes. Lexical morphemes: root and affixational morphemes. Gramm morphemes mark certain grammatical meaning. The variants of the morphemes are called allomorphs.

As for form words they are: prepositions, conjunctions and auxiliary words.

The main unit of the grammatical system is the grammatical category. The grammatical category is an opposition of at least two forms of one and the same lexical unit based on a certain general meaning which is more abstract than the meaning of the members of the opposition. As to the structure of the Gramm category there are several opinions:

1. gramm category (an opposition…)

2. dichotomic opposition

E.g. Бархударев: time: Past – non-Past

So some linguists clame that the structure of the gr. cat. is based on the opposition of as many members as there are there, based on the certain general meaning (time: the Past, the Present, the Future), others think that the main principle of the arrangement is the binary opposition/dichotomic opposition.

The grammatical form is the lexical nucleus + a grammatical marker. Sometimes they are referred to as word forms (словоформы)

The grammatical meaning is that which distinguishes one member of a paradigm from another.
Grammar in the systematic conception of language

Language - is a means of forming and storing ideas as reflections of reality and exchanging them in the process of human intercourse. Language incorporates 3 constituent parts which form a unity.

· Phonological 

· Lexical

· Grammatical systems

The grammatical system is studied by Grammar. 

It can be regarded from the theoretical or practical point of view. The aim of theoretical grammar is to give theoretical description of the grammatical system of a given language, to define its grammatical categories, to study the mechanisms of formation of utterances out of words. Theoretical grammar also considers various controversial (mute) points.

Main grammar schools

1. the School of Classical Scientific Grammar: Henry Swift, Curme, Kruisinga.

2. the School of American Structural or Descriptive linguistics: Bloomfield, Wells, Charles Fries, Hocket, Pike, Traiger & Smith.

3. the School of Transformational or Generative Grammar: Harris, Chomski.

4. the School of Russian (Soviet) linguists: Виноградов, Смирницкий, Воронцова, Бархударов, Реформацкий, Ильин, Солнцев.

The systematic character of language

The special stress is laid on the systematic character of language. The systematic approach was worked down by Бодуэн де Куртене, Фердинанд де Соссюр (swiss, outlined the definition). 

Outlined the difference between: 

Language proper 




Speech proper

A system of means of expression


The realization of the system of language

 in the process of interaction
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Another approach to the analysis of language as a kind of system, language can be looked upon as a hierarchy of levels:

Level of text, it's the main linguistic unit.

Level of SPU (It is made up of sentences, usually one sentence. SPU can coincide with paragraph in text, also exist in oral speech.)

Proposemic level (Sentences nominate situation or events and express predication. Their main function is that they show the relation of the denoted situation or event to reality (time or modality). Sentences are predicative units.)

Phrasemic level (Phrases are word combinations, they nominate complex phenomena)

Leximic level (Words are nominative units, because they nominate things and phenomena. They are built up by morphemes.)

morphemic level (Morphemes are the smallest meaningful units built up by phonemes or one phoneme.)

phonemic level (Phonemes are meaningless units, their function is differential.)

2 levels are central: words level and sentence level. 

They are studied by morphology and syntax. Thus, morphology deals with morphemic structure and combinability, classification of words. Syntax - with sentences.

