10. Syntax as part of Grammar. Main Units of English syntax.
There’s a debate about the precise (точный, определенный) status of syntax as a part of grammar.

1) Some linguists state that it should deal with the function and the formation of word-groups within the sent-s. This approach is characteristic of early English syntax (18-19th cent.), which was concerned only with analysis of word-groups, their structure and relations between their elements.

2) Other linguists think that syntax should study only the structure of sent-s.
3) There’s also a group of scholars who think that syntax should deal with the structure of both word-groups and sent-s. It is the most reasonable one and has actually prevailed in modern linguistics.
Смирницкий: The analysis of the sentence structure must be regarded as the main problem of syntax; while the word-groups’ is secondary. 

· Joining the words into word-groups is only the 1st step which precedes the formation of a sentence.
· A word-group is not complete either structurally or semantically => It can’t be used as a unit of communication.
· A sent. can function as an independent utterance, but a word-group functions only as an element of a sent.

Therefore, sent-s are units of speech, while word-groups are bricks in a sentence structure.

The fundamental feature that distinguishes a sent. from a word-group is that sent. is always associated with a certain intonation pattern (it’s either a statement, or request, etc.) A sent. without intonation can’t function as a unit of speech; it remains a mere combination of words.
Basic English sentence patterns contain a verb in its finite form.

The presence of a verb in a sent. is characteristic not only of English, but also of all other European lang-s. 
Sent-s without verbs are short and convey only fragmentary information, the thought can’t be developed and elaborated unless there’s a verb in the sent.

When the noun and the verb in the finite form follow each other in the sent., they become the subject and the predicate – the 2 main parts of which basic sent-s are built. They can accompanied by other words, and usually are, but this doesn’t change their status as the main parts of the sent. For this reason the combination of subject & predicate is excluded by many linguists from the domain of word-groups. Some linguists suggested calling this combination a clause to distinguish it from a word-group. 

In most general terms, a word-group is a logical and grammatical combination of 2 or more notional words which do not form a sent. 
A sentence may be defined as the basic unit of communication, grammatically organized and expressing a complete thought. It is characterized by predication (correlation between the utterance & reality). The most universal means of expressing predication is intonation; under certain circumstances (a broader context) any word-gr. may become a sent. But in most cases predication is conveyed through the finite form of the verb (which expresses person, number, mood, tense, aspect, time correlation, voice).
Until recently, the sent. was considered the upper unit of investigation. Since the sent. is a unit of speech it is seldom used in isolation. It is usually a member of a sequence of sent-s, which form a larger unit. This larger unit appears under different names in publications of modern linguists: a paragraph, a discourse, a text. The new trend in linguistics, that studies units larger than a sent., is known under different names, too: hyposyntax, textgrammar, narrative grammar, discourse analysis, narrative analysis. 

Narrative analysis studies lexical & grammatical means which help to organize the structure of a text. The part of narrative analysis, which is concerned with gram. means, is called text grammar.
So, these successive syntactic units form an hierarchy in the following order:

Word-groups => sentences => paragraphs
