48) Functional sentence perspective - actual division of the sentence

one unit contains given information (supplied by the context), the other – new info for the sake of which the sentence has been uttered or written

The theory of the division into 2 units, in accordance with the message they convey, is known as the actual division of the sentence \ funct.sent.perspective

Ian Firbas (Czech):

the info known from the context – theme

new info – rheme

Michael Halliday: given <-> new

Charles Pocket: topic<-> comment

In European languages – new info – at the end of the sentence

The group of the subj.(together with abbr-s) generally, but not always coincides with the theme, and the group of the predicate coincides with the rheme

The most important piece of new info occupies the end position of the sent

Eq. The girl    told him everything
         ↑Theme     Rheme ↑           ↑ (the most important part)

But English has a strict word-order, it has special means of expressing the rhemes
· Logical stress (only in oral speech)

· The passive voice helps to reverse w-order and makes it possible to place new info at the end of the sentence

· The indef.article / no article with certain nouns: 
eq. The door opened and an old man came into the room
She bought an unusual old ring
· Construction with an emphatic “it”
eq. It was to Paris that he went – we can emphasize any part of the sent.

· There is / there are

· W-order within certain parts of the sentence
eq. give smb smth
give smth to smb

· In adj-s: young, old, little – form one sense-group with the noun. If some adj-s are before these 3 words you want to emphasize these adj-s
eq. ambitious young man
He is a young ambitious man (though young but ambitious)

· Particles only,even
There are other means of expressing the rheme, lexical or grammatical. During the past few years the theory of the actual division of the sentence has been criticized for its binary character. It isn’t always possible to divide a sentence exactly into 2 parts. It’s enough only to establish the center/focus of info

The means of expressing theme/rheme depend on the gram.structure of the given language
