12. Text grammar as part of linguistics. Basic units.

Text grammar is a rather new branch of linguistics. It deals with the text. It considers the text the highest unit of speech. If we consider isolated sentences in a discourse, we find that it’s very rare that one sentence expresses the complete idea, which is clear without any context.
Text is an ordered sequence of sentences combined of various types of logical, lexical and grammatical cohesion conveying structurally organized info. Text is a product of oral and written speech. Galperin recognizes the existence only of written text.

Those who studied the text as a unit came to the conclusion that a text as a linguistic unit has its own semantic and structural categories:

The main semantic categories:

· Information(Any text should carry complete information; it should express a certain communication.)

· Profundity(the text should have some depth, some food for thinking, some idea, which may either be expressed, or may be understood implicitly)

· Presupposition(there should be some level at which communicate otherwise there may be complete misunderstanding.)

· Completeness(The text should be complete in meaning, it shouldn’t be abrupt)

Structural Cathegories:

1) Integration (целостность)

· use certain logical connections and connectors, a certain composition, a certain word order.

2) Cohesion (связь)
· necessary property of any text which differentiates it from disconnected utterances. There are various means of text cohesion (когезия): syntactic, semantic, stylistic.
· BLOCH: gram.connectives. 1) Conjunction-like connectives – coordinative, subordinative conjunctions and adverbial and parenthetical sentence connectors such as: yet, then, however, moreover. 2) Substitutional connection – use of substitutes: pronouns.
3) Retrospection & Prospection

· (means of text cohesion). Retrospection refers the reader to the preceding events, prospection – to the following events
4) Continuum

· the text should continue without breaking, it shouldn’t be abrupt. Deictic (связующие) elements, tense forms, number forms, mood forms
5) Polyphony 
- a good text usually has more than one line of thinking, of reasoning, which is most of all important for fiction

