4. The predicate as the main means of expressing predication. Types of predicates.

The Predicate is the part of the sentence which expresses a predicative feature attributed to the subject of the sentence. Like the subject, the predicate also carries out a triple function in the sentence: structural, semantic and communicative. Its structural function consists in establishing the syntactic relations with the subject and other parts of the sentence. The semantic function of the predicate finds its expression in attributing certain features to the subject. Its communicative function is manifested in the fact that through the predicate and the expression of predication the sentence becomes a minimal unit of communication. As we have already mentioned the predicate is 'the structural and semantic centre of the sentence. Sentences without a predicate (one member, nominative sentences refer to the periphery of English syntax). In the structure of a simple, two-member sentence the predicate usually carries out the function of the rheme, He disappeared. They arrived. According to the form of expression predicates are divided into verbal and nominal,  The moon rose. The moon was pale. There exists one type of predicate which is very frequent in English and which presents a combination of such verbs as have, get, give, take and a verbal noun (give a look, take a bath, have a smoke). Traditionally such cases were referred to a third formal type of predicate, a phraseological predicate. However from the grammatical point of view the most important characteristic of this type of predicate is not so much its phraseological but its analytical character (and all analytical structures are characterized by a certain idiomaticity of their components). The distribution of functions between the components of this predicate is similar to those within an analytical form - the verb expresses the grammatical meaning and the verbal noun serves to name the action, i.e. to express a lexical meaning. It is noteworthy that the verbal nouns which participate in these constructions can be derived from durative verbs only. The semantic difference between the have a look (bite, say) construction and the corresponding verb lies in the fact that it denotes a single episode, an instance of the process whereas the corresponding verb denotes the whole ongoing process. Due to this semantic property the constructions of the have a look type specialize in expressing aspective (iterative) characteristics of the action. It becomes evident if we compare, smoked and had a smoke; He looked at her and He had a look or two at her. The verb just names an action whereas the combination of the verb and a verbal noun points out either a single occurrence (Have a look) or at a number of occurrences (He took several glances in her direction). In spite of the distribution of functions between the verb and the verbal noun similar to analytical forms these structures cannot be treated as analytical forms proper because they do not have the same regularity as analytical forms (we can have a look, but cannot have a stare; we can have a bite, but not an eat, one can take a nap, but cannot take a slumber). Besides the regular verbs such as have, give, get and take some other verbs can occur in these constructions, She flipped a curt nod at Havers; She flashed a look at me. For these reasons such constructions must be treated as half-analytical forms, intermediate between analytical forms of the verb and syntactic combinations of a verb and the so-called 'light' object which corresponds to the general analytical tendency of the English language. The two formal types of the predicate correspond to the two main semantic types: process predicate which expresses the action, the state or the existence of the subject and qualification predicate which expresses the quality (property) of the subject. The process predicate can be further subdivided into several types in accordance with the semantic types of verbs: existential ( There was a tavern in the town), statal (He slept), locative (The elephant lives in India), relational (He had a small ranch) and actional (The car broke down). The qualification predicate has three subtypes: identifying (So you are the man we have been looking for), classifying ( My friend is a student) and characterizing ( My wife is a bit of an actress. He was too German).Structurally the predicate may be divided into simple and compound. Each of the formal types of the predicate may be presented by a simple and a compound structure. We said good- bye - a simple verbal predicate; It was a lovely place -simple nominal predicate. The predicate is compounded by the introduction of modal or aspective components. We started saying good-bye - a compound verbal predicate; It must be a lovely place - a compound nominal predicate. The two types of predicate can be contaminated which results in the formation of the so-called double predicate, He stared at me bewildered. Summing up the characteristics of the English predicate we must mention the following features: its analytical tendency, which is manifested in the existence of analytical and half- analytical forms; its tendency towards synonymization; its transitive character, a direct object is often obligatory in the English sentence. 
